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Our Mission 

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is a national organization rooted in gospel values, calling its members 
to holiness through service to the people of God.  
   

 
 
Our National Theme for 2020/2021 will be Care for Our Common Home.   Pope Francis in his Encyclical “Praise 

Be to You” challenges all people to praise and thank God for his glorious creation and to work together to 

safeguard her. 

 As part of the Care for our Common Home we are called to care for our fellow citizens.   Homelessness 

continues to be our two-year focus for CWL councils across Ontario.  



We all see examples of homelessness, but “They are not homeless people; they are people experiencing 

homelessness.”   People like you and I can play a key role.   You may ask “by doing what?”  Use the platform of 

communicating and bring awareness if you know someone who is lonely.  Quote from St. Mother Teresa “The 

most terrible poverty is loneliness, and the feeling of being unloved.” Loneliness can lead to depression; one does 

not have to be poor to be lonely.  Hence, we should reach out beyond old people, watch out for the signs.  

Loneliness has no age barrier.  Loneliness can lead to drugs, and alcohol, which can result in sickness.  Do your 

part to help.  Let’s pray:  “Lord help me to reach beyond my circle of comfort to touch the lonely and needy 

around me”…  (Extracted from communiqué from CWL Provincial President, Colleen Perry). 

 

Who are our leaders? 

We are inspired by the ladies who lead us on our journey as Catholic women on a national, provincial, diocesan 

and parish level.    Within our K-W area, we now have active representation on the National Council of CWL.   In 

this role is Shari Guinta as First Vice-President and Chairperson of Spiritual Development.   Within our own 

parish and CWL council, we have the current Hamilton Diocesan Past President of the CWL, Joan Schurter.    We 

are blessed to have their shared experience to guide us.       

 
Who are we? 
We are the voice of Catholic women united in faith, promoting Christian values at home and in the world. 
Within our Diocese we have reached the milestone of 100 years of service for God and Canada.  Within our 
Parish, our council is 23 years young and growing strong.  Lots of good works have been accomplished, inspiring 
us to journey on.    
We always welcome new members.    October focuses on new beginnings and thanksgiving is upon us.  What  
better time is there to share with you all the great things that our Catholic Women’s League Council has 
undertaken  and continues to?  We want to share our good news!      
 
Who are our members?  —  Information about Membership 

 

We encourage you to be active with our council activities or to be with us in prayer as we journey forward.   

Attached please find the membership form.  All ladies of the parish 18 years of age and over are warmly 

welcomed and encouraged to become members.     

St. Anthony Daniel Council currently has over 120 members.   With the CWL’s large combined membership 

across Canada, we have a strong voice bringing resolutions to the Canadian Government to seek change and 

impact the Canadian way of life.   Last year, three resolutions were approved at the National CWL Convention in 

Calgary and will proceed to Ottawa.  For information about these resolutions, visit the national website at 

cwl.ca.   The Canadian Government pays attention to our resolutions. 

The current annual membership fee for our council is $25.00 - cheques should be issued to St. Anthony Daniel 

CWL and can be put in the Sunday collection basket.  Please write CWL on the outside of the envelope and 

include name, street address, phone number and email.   

 

   

 

 

 

 



Who is on Our Executive of our Parish C.W.L. Council? 

 

The current Executive was installed in February 2020 for their two year term which ends in February 2022. 

Spiritual Advisor:                                                        Father Tim Theriault 

President:                                             Theresa Miller  

Past President :    Barb Gehl 

Recording Secretary:       Maria Freire 

Treasurer:        Ann McElhone 

Corresponding Secretary:                    Jeannine Babister 

Organization:                           Linda Howey 

Spiritual Life:                                                                 Joan Schurter 

 Communications:                   Annie Ariss         

Christian Family Life:                     Susan Smith 

What do we do? 

Together we pray, we nourish, we share, we learn, we care, we strive and we socialize. 

 During this time of Covid-19 restrictions, we have been unable to schedule any of our usual activities.  Below, 

you will find some of the events we hope to resume when permitted. 

 

Our monthly meetings, (usually the first Thursday of the month) frequently commence with the Celebration of 

Mass.   These Masses are offered for the Living and Deceased Members of our CWL. A special box of prayer 

intentions written that evening by the members is placed on the altar at the start of Mass.  For the winter 

months of January and February we try to have afternoon meetings.  At our monthly meetings, we pick prayer 

partners and pray for that specific member for the month.  Many blessings have enriched the members of our 

council and we are truly grateful.  Our Lady of Good Council Seminarian Fund is supported by monthly 

contributions from our members at these meetings. We usually handle a bit of business material, but have many 

special events or speakers plus tea and a time to socialize. 

 

Annual events include the following:   

November  

• Remembrance Ceremony of Deceased Members  

• Our Annual Christmas Bazaar 

December  

• Our Christmas Social 

 February 

• Our Valentine Cupcake/Muffin Sale to raise funds to provide gifts for the students making their 

First Communion and Confirmation 

 

 

 

 



April  

• Our Annual Spring Card Party is held in the Parish Life Centre on the last Wednesday of April 

starting at 12 noon with lunch.  Tickets are presold & include lunch and many door prizes.     

• Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel—April 26, Patron Saint of CWL. 

May   

• Crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ceremony and special events to mark National Palliative 

Care Week. 

• Diocesan CWL Convention  (usually last weekend of the month) 

June 

• Closing function prior to the summer recess—often an off-site activity.    

September 

• Time to resume our monthly meetings and social activities  

 

What are some of our other Parish Involvements?: 

• Funeral Honour Guard for Deceased CWL Members 

• First Communion and Confirmation Gifts for Students 

• Each year, funds permitting, we purchase gifts for the students receiving these special 

sacraments to show them, that we as part of their parish family, want to encourage them and 

support them in their faith journey.   Some of our members help at the preparation retreats for 

these sacraments and present the gifts at this time. 

 

• Scholarships 

• Every year our Council offers a $100 scholarship to a graduating Grade 12 student from one of 

our high schools, who actively lives out the Parish Mission Statement.    

• Also one Grade Eight student from each of the three feeder schools of our parish, i.e. St. Daniel, 

Canadian Martyrs and St. John Paul II, selected by his/her teacher and verified by the school 

principal, is awarded a $50 scholarship at the school’s graduation ceremony.   

 

• Community Involvement. 

• We are constantly assessing the needs of our parish, our community and the interests/needs of 

our Catholic Women’s League, e.g. Pornography Hurts Campaign and other social justice issues.    

We plan speakers to keep us abreast of current issues and we donate funds to various charities 

both on a local and national level.   One December, we collected 1,415 pairs of socks for the 

homeless in our area, under the umbrella of the Warmth and Comfort Project initiated by the 

Provincial CWL Council. 

Important  Dates to Note on Your Calendar.   Why not plan to attend a few sessions to see the vibrancy of 

Catholic women gathered together to pray, share and work together? 

2020 marked the 100th anniversary of Hamilton Diocesan CWL.  Our council will plant a tree of life to 

commemorate this in the spring of 2021. 

 The spring regional meeting will be February 27, 2021 in Kitchener. 

The Ontario Provincial CWL Convention will be in July, 2021 and will be held in Ottawa. 

The National CWL convention will be held August 8-11, 2021 in Toronto.                                                    
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