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“Inspired by the Spirit, women respond to God’s call” 

Our Mission 

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is a national organization rooted in 
gospel values calling its members to holiness through service to the people of 
God.       

Homelessness is the focus in 2018 and 2019 for the Catholic Women’s League. 
“They are not homeless people, they are people experiencing homelessness.”  
What are we called to do? 

We are inspired by the ladies who lead us on our journey as Catholic women 
both on a national, provincial, diocesan and parish level.    We are almost at 
the milestone of 100 years of service for God and Canada.   Lots of good works 
have been accomplished, inspiring us to journey on.    

The season of renewal is upon us and what a better time to share with you all 
the great things that our Catholic Women’s League Council has/is undertaking. 



Membership 

 We encourage you to be active with our council activities or to be with us in 
prayer as we journey forward.   Attached please find the membership form.   
All ladies of the parish 16 years of age are warmly welcomed and encouraged 
to become members.    St. Anthony Daniel Council currently has 130 members.   
With our large membership across Canada, we have a strong voice bringing 
resolutions to the Canadian Government to seek change and impact the 
Canadian way of life. The current membership fee for our council is $22.     At 
our monthly meetings we pick prayer partners and pray for a specific member 
for that month.   Many blessings have enriched the members of our council and 
we are truly grateful.     

In December 2017 we celebrated our 20th anniversary as St. Anthony Daniel 
Catholic Women’s Council.   Several members were awarded service pins for 20 
years of service to our council.    

We also celebrated by awarding two Maple Leaf Service Pins to two special 
members of our council who have enabled our council in many ways:   1)  Sandi 
Farwell, our first president  and 2)  Joan Schurter,  who served several terms as 
our president and now has advanced to share her leadership skills with the 
Diocesan Executive.     

Our Executive 

Our council’s current Executive was installed at our February 2018 for their two 
year term.    

We have two new Co-Presidents:  Barb Gehl and Theresa Miller  

Past President & Communications:     Linda Howey 

Recording Secretary:       Roma Talboom 

Treasurer:        Ann McElhone 

Corresponding Secretary:      Barbara Ortner 

Organization Chairperson:      Darlene Burgetz 

Spiritual Chairperson:     Jeannine Babister 

Resolutions Chairperson:     Joan Schurter 

Community Life Chairperson:     Berrak Kilicoglu 



We are also blessed to have the current President of the Hamilton Diocesan 
Council, Joan Schurter, serving actively on our executive and in our council.  
She brings a wealth of information and experience.   There are chairperson 
positions open on the Executive if you wish to serve in this extra way.   It is a 
truly worthwhile and learning opportunity. 

Event Calendar for 2018   

Meetings are normally on the 1st Thursday of the month starting at 6:30 p.m 
with Mass offered for the intentions of the Living and Deceased Members of our 
Catholic Women’s League.   After Mass we convene in the Parish Life Centre for 
our meetings from September until June.    See attached calendar for 2018.  

Other annual events include the following:    

1) February—Our Valentine Cupcake/Muffin Sale to raise funds to provide 
gifts for the students making their First Communion and Confirmation. 

Items collected annually in February for Canadian Food for Children. 

2) April -- Our Annual Spring Card Party to be held in the Parish Life Centre 
on last Wednesday of the month starting at 12 noon with lunch.  Tickets 
are $15 and include lunch plus many door prizes.     

3)  May  -- Crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ceremony and special 
ceremonies to mark National Palliative Care Week. 

4)  June --   Closing function prior to the summer recess—often an off-site 
activity.    

5)  September—Time to resume our monthly meetings and social activities. 

6)  November –  i)   Remembrance Ceremony of Deceased Members and  

 ii)  Our Annual Christmas Bazaar—the last weekend of November. 

7)  December—Our Christmas Social. 



Other Special Activities: 

• In 2017 C.W.L. Councils were encouraged to invite the ladies from 
their neighbourhood Lutheran Church, to commemorate the 500 
anniversary of the Reformation.   On June 7 we gathered in our PLC 
with the ladies from St. Luke’s Lutheran Church on Franklin St., had a 
rose planting ceremony, a tour of the church and social time with 
strawberry shortcake and tea.     

• In September 2017 we held a Communion Brunch open to all the ladies 
of our parish.   Anne Jamieson, Director, Catechesis Office for the 
Diocese of Hamilton, spoke on “A Recipe for Faith: Choosing and 
Using the Best Ingredients”.    

First Communion and Confirmation Gifts for Students 

Each year, funds permitting, we purchase gifts for the students receiving these 
special sacraments to show them, that we as part of their parish family, want 
to encourage them and support them in their faith journey.   The ladies help at 
the preparation retreats for these sacraments and present the gifts at this 
time. 

Scholarships 

Every year our Council offers one $100 to a graduating Grade 12 student from 
one of our high schools who actively lives out the Parish Mission Statement.    

Also one Grade Eight student from each of the three feeder schools of our 
parish, i.e. St. Daniel, Canadian Martyrs and St. John Paul II selected by his/her 
teacher and verified by the school principal, is awarded a $50 scholarship at 
the school’s graduation ceremony.   



Community Involvement 

We are constantly assessing the needs of our parish, our community and the 
interests/needs of our Catholic Women’s League, e.g. Pornography Hurts 
Campaign and other social justice issues.    We plan speakers to keep us 
abreast of current issues and we donate funds to various charities both on a 
local and national level.    Our Lady of Good Council Seminarian Fund is 
supported by monthly contributions from our members. 

2020 will mark the 100th Anniversary Hamilton Diocesan C.W.L.   Many 
milestones have been accomplished in 100 years.    There will be many special 
events.    “As we rejoice in these upcoming festivities may we continue to 
strive to live our faith to the fullest and continue to serve our parish.   
Through the teachings of Jesus and the intercession of Mary, Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, may we achieve holiness of life and radiate with love as we are 
“Inspired by the Spirit—Women Respond to God’s Call.”                     

 Quote from Spring 2018 Spectrum—Hamilton Diocesan CWL Newsletter.  

 


